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historic name The La Grande Commercial Historic District

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number  Roughly bounded by the U.P Railroad tracts along Jefferson St. on ~ ___not for publication
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La Grande C ‘al Historic District

La Grande, Union County, Oregon

Name of Property

S, Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private = building(s)

X public-local X_ district

| public-State e Site

. public-Federal _.structure
- Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE: Warehouse, Office, Specialty shop
Department store, Financial

SOCIAL HALL: Fraternal Hall

GOVERNMENT: Federal Building

TRANSPORTATION: Depot

DOMESTIC: Hotel

RECREATION: Theater

1. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Italianate, Gothic, Renaissance, Mission,

20™ Century Commercial, Vernacular

Narrative Description

City, County, and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
56 35 buildings
sites
structures
1 objects
57 35 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

5

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE: Warehouse, Office, Specialty shop
Department store, Financial

SOCIAL HALL.: Fraternal Hall

GOVERNMENT: City Hall

TRANSPORTATION: Depot

RECREATION: Theater

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation: Concrete, Brick, Stone
Walls: Concrete, Brick, Stone

Roof: Rolled roofing; built-up roofing
Other: N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

X See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7
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Summary

The La Gande Historic District is an irregular shaped area located in downtown La Grande, Oregon. The
District encompasses 42.7 acres and covers portions of fourteen city blocks. The District is located in
Township 3 South, Range 38 East, Section 5 in Union County, Oregon. Although primarily commercial
in character, the District has other property types within the boundaries including public, transportation,
religious, and fraternal resources.

The area encompassed in the District was platted on a grid system, although the grid is oriented to the
railroad track and is not on a true north-south axis. The District is roughly bounded by the Union Pacific
railroad tracks on the north, Cove Avenue and Greenwood Street on the east, Washington Avenue on the
south, and Fourth Street on the west. The District encompasses only one addition: Chaplin’s Addition.

There are 108 individual tax lots in the District: six of the tax lots have two resources; and one resource is
located in the public right-of-way. There are 57 Contributing resources in the District dating from 1891
to 1948, and 35 Non-Contributing resources. The Non-Contributing resources include 20 Historic Non-
Contributing resources and 15 Non-Contributing resources. There are 17 properties classified as Vacant
and five resources have previously been listed in the National Register of Historic Places, therefore, not
counted as contributing resources in the District nomination.

Almost all of the resources in the District are buildings, however one resource is the base of a clock
tower. There are two auxiliary buildings associated with the railroad depot and six features associated
with the fire hall/city building (fire engines and equipment).

Union County, located in northeastern Oregon, is situated in the Grande Ronde River Valley. The valley
lies in the rainshadow of the Blue Mountain to the west and the Wallowa Mountains to the east. The two
mountain ranges are separated north-south by the Indian, Grande Ronde, and Powder Valleys. The
Grande Ronde and the Indian valleys are bisected by the Grande Ronde River, one of Oregon’s longest
rivers. The Powder River runs through the southeast corner of the county near the town of North Powder.
The Wallowa and Minam rivers enter the county to the north. Other small valleys, plains, and plateaus
make up the county and are primarily used for agriculture, recreation, or grazing.

La Grande is located in central Union County which is bounded by Wallowa County on the north and
east, Baker and Grant counties on the south, and Umatilla County on the north and west. Whitman,
Umatilla, and Wallowa National Forest border the county on the east, west, and north. The Grande
Ronde valley lies at the core of Union County, and is the largest and most populated region. The large
valley, 35 miles long north-south, varies in elevation from 2,700 to 3,000 feet. The valley is known for
its fertile black, sandy loam soil that sustains grasses, grains, vegetables, fruit crops, and a variety of other
agricultural operations.
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Union County, population 25,000, spans 2,038 square miles and has eight incorporated towns within its
borders: Cove, Echo, Imbler, Island City, North Powder, Summerville, Union, and La Grande. There are
several unincorporated communities also in the county. State Highway 30, which becomes Adams
Avenue in downtown La Grande, extends northwest to southeast through the city. Interstate 84 parallels
Highway 30 through the City of La Grande and southeastward through the county. Highway 203 extends
southeast from the center of La Grande and Highways 82/237 extends easterly. La Grande serves as the
county seat and is the largest town in the county.

The City of La Grande, current population 12,500, is located approximately 52 miles southeast of
Pendleton, Oregon, and 45 miles north of Baker, Oregon. The city is located on the western edge of the
Grande Ronde Valley about 2,713 feet above sea level.

The La Grande Commercial Historic District is located in the center of La Grande on a flat parcel of land.
Residential with newer commercial development surrounds the downtown core in all directions. The
railroad tracks border the north side of the District. Eastern Oregon University is south of the downtown
on a hill overlooking the City. U.S. Highway 30 or Adams Avenue is the main arterial through the
Historic District.

Boundaries

The factors in determining the boundaries for the La Grande Commercial Historic District are based on
the interrelationship of historical and visual elements. The visual factors include building styles, uses,
types, integrity, and streetscape. Changes in historic character, zoning, and use were also evaluated in
making the boundary determination. Historical information and modern in-fill also played a role in the
delineation of the District’s boundaries.

The buildings in the District encompass both sides of Jefferson and Adams Avenues, and the north side of
Washington Avenue; the main northwest to southeast arterial. The secondary cross streets in the District
are Fourth, Chestnut, Depot, Elm, Fir, Greenwood, Hemlock streets, and Cove Avenue. The historic
resources in the area represent the majority of the historic commercial buildings in downtown La Grande.

The northern boundary is defined by the railroad tracks and warehouse buildings, and the western
boundary is defined by newer commercial buildings and residential dwellings. The southern boundary is
comprised of both residential and commercial buildings, and the eastern boundary is characterized as a
mixed use area with some residential and newer commercial buildings. The properties within the District
boundary includes the majority of what was historically the center of La Grande’s commercial and
warehouse district.
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Plats/Zoning

There is one addition represented in the boundaries of the District: Chaplin’s Addition. This addition was
platted on a grid system, although the grid is oriented to the railroad track and is not on a true north-south
axis. The addition was platted by Daniel Chaplin who had a donation land claim in the area and donated
land to the railroad for development.

There are several different block sizes represented in Chaplin’s Addition. The majority of the rectangular
blocks are 240 ft. wide by 270 ft., 330 ft., or 510 ft. long, and have 20 ft. wide alleyways extending west
to east. The other blocks along the outer edges of the District are irregular in size; especially the blocks
along the north side of Jefferson Avenue bounded by the railroad tracks. Generally, the blocks are
divided into multiple 30 ft. wide by 110 ft. deep lots. The primary and secondary streets in the District
measure 80 ft. wide (including the sidewalks).

The majority of the properties in the District are in the Central Business Zone; the area on the north side
of Jefferson Avenue is zoned Light Industrial and the area east of Greenwood Street is zoned General
Commercial. The downtown Historic District is part of the City’s larger Urban Renewal District and Tax
Increment Financing District (adopted in the fall of 1999).

Streetscape
La Grande’s streetscape is characterized by wide street and uniform building facades. The main arterial

through the District is Adams Avenue which is flanked by Washington and Jefferson Avenues. Adams
Avenue is U.S. Highway 30 and extends east-west through the District. The western end of Adams
Avenue is anchored by the original Federal Building, now City Hall. This building is set back from the
sidewalk and has a grassy lawn area, unlike the other buildings along Adams. Directly across the street is
Max Park, a newly completed public space.

The majority of the buildings along Adams Avenue are flush with the sidewalks (10 ft. to 12 ft.),
however, some of the newer buildings do not conform to the historic setback. The buildings generally
abut one another although some buildings have been demolished and the sites used for parking lots.
Ranging from one to seven stories in height, the most common building heights are one and two-stories.

A downtown streetscape project was completed along Adams Avenue in recent years that included new
curb cuts on the comers, concrete paving, and contrasting brick-patterned concrete delineating the
crosswalks. Street trees have been planted sporadically along the street. Adams Avenue is lit by cobra-
head metal light standards attached to wooden utility posts.

Generally, the buildings at the west end of Adams Avenue reflect the early development of the town.
These date from the 1890s to the 1910s. Some of the larger one-story buildings, built in the automobile
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era, are located at the east end of Adams Avenue. These buildings abut one another and are either brick
or concrete structures with large display windows.

Jefferson Avenue is located north of Adams Avenue. The street is less formally organized; the north side
of the street particularly. The north side of Jefferson is characterized by the railroad depot and yards at
the west end, and warehouses at the east end. Generally, there are no sidewalks on this side of the street;
the street pavement gives way to gravel or paved parking areas in front of or on the side of the buildings.
The buildings are not aligned with each other nor abut one another as they do on Adams Avenue; the
setbacks are irregular. Most of the buildings do not have large storefront windows that face the street;
this reflects their use as warehouses. The buildings generally extend from the street to the railroad tracks
on the north.

The east end of Jefferson Street dead ends at Cove Avenue. Historically, Cove Avenue was a through
street which connected Adams Avenue with Island Avenue; the major route to Cove. In the 1930s, an
underpass was built on Island Avenue for the railroad, and Cove Avenue was closed off at the railroad
tracks north of Jefferson Avenue. Hemlock Street was then cut through diagonally to Jefferson Avenue,
forming a triangular parcel.

The south side of Jefferson Avenue resembles Adams Avenue in its setbacks and facades. The buildings
are generally flush with the sidewalk, abut one another, and are more commercial in character. Cobra-
head light standards along the street are attached to wooden utility poles.

Washington Avenue is a transitional street. Solid blocks of commercial buildings define the two most
westerly blocks along the north side of Washington Avenue. These buildings are one and two-stories in
height; only a few of the buildings have large display windows that front Washington (most front the side
streets). The eastern end of the street is anchored by the National Register Roesch Building (Sacajewa
Hotel Annex), a seven story building. There are few trees on the north side of the street. The properties
on the south side of Washington, not in the District boundaries, have been altered or are of new
construction. This south side of Washington Ave. begins the transition to the residential neighborhood.

The major connecting side streets that include Chestnut, Depot, Elm, Fir, Greenwood, and Hemlock
Streets, generally have buildings that abut one another, are flush with the sidewalk, and have storefronts
facing the street. There are some street trees on these side arterials. The buildings are generally two-
stories in height.

it le iti
The buildings in the La Grande Commercial Historic District show a progression of architectural styles
and resource types ranging from smaller brick commercial style buildings to larger two to seven-story
brick or concrete buildings.
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Resource types in the District include commercial buildings, theaters, a city hall, warehouses, auto-related
buildings, a church, a garage, and a fraternal halls. There is one object in the district: a cast-iron base to a
clock located on the sidewalk on the 1000 block of Adams Avenue. Two auxiliary buildings associated
with the railroad depot are also located in the district and six contributing features related to the fire
department (engines and hose carts). More recent commercial buildings have been constructed in the
District, and several parking lots have been built on sites previously occupied by commercial buildings.
Max Park was built at the northwest entrance to town on Adams Avenue.

Most of the buildings in the District are simple in design with only elements of various styles including
20" Century Commercial, Italianate, American and Italian Renaissance, Mediterranean, Gothic Revival,
Mission, Art Deco, and Art Moderne styles. Many of the buildings were constructed in the Vernacular
style representing retail buildings with very little architectural details. Several pre-1900 buildings were
remodeled in the first three decades of the 20® century to reflect newer more “modern” design. A good
example of this is the Foley-Bouvy Building (#84a) which was originally a decorative Queen-Anne style
building that was later remodeled into a simpler streamline commercial style popular in the 1920s. The
most ornate buildings are the Foley Building (#44), the Slater Building (#26a), the U.P. Railroad Depot
(#1), and the Roesch Building - Sacajawea Hotel Annex (#111). Many of the buildings have the building
name in the parapet as evident in the Mackey Building (#70), the Melville Building (#64), the Grace
Building (#60a), Lottes Building (#61), and the Spaeth Building (#99).

The buildings are generally in fair to good condition with the exception of a few resources which are in
fair to poor condition. Although a majority of the buildings maintain their architectural character, some
buildings have lost integrity due to non-compatible alterations such as resurfacing and removal (or
covering) of the original storefronts, windows, and transoms.

si vel (o) ial Distri
Period of Significance (1891-1948)
The District has resources dating from 1891 to 1948 which defines the dates for the Period of
Significance (POS). The Commercial buildings constructed within this POS reflect three general historic
periods: Railroads and the Reform Movement (1884-1913); The Motor Age (1914-1940); and WWII &
Post War Era (1941-1967).

Railroads and the Reform Movement (1891-1913)

The buildings associated with the Railroads and the Reform Movement represent the early settlement and
growth in what is now downtown La Grande (known as “New Town”). “New Town” La Grande was
settled in the early 1880s after the railroad was completed through the region in 1884. Merchants from
“Old Town” La Grande, established in the 1860s along the Oregon Trail route in the southwest corner of
the city, moved their businesses northeast to be closer to the newly completed railroad. This second
period of development became known as “New Town” La Grande.
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A series of fires changed the face of La Grande in the 1880s and 1890s. Much of the downtown was
destroyed in 1891 as two fires consumed the commercial core. New brick buildings were constructed
replacing smaller wooden buildings; these are the earliest resources in the District. Twenty-five of these
pre-1900 buildings remain in the District. At this time, a shift started occurring. These new edifices were
built along Adams Avenue a block south of the railroad depot; not along Jefferson Avenue or Depot
Street as the earlier development occurred. La Grande grew steadily as surrounding agricultural lands
developed and produced. The town became the transportation and retail center for Union County. La
Grande was also a divisional point for the railroad, one of the major employers, and the county seat.

The turn of the 20" century brought more change to La Grande, ushering in reform movements or the
progressive era. Many substantial brick buildings including hotels, saloons, and warehouses were built
during this period. Theaters, the new Federal Building, a bank, fraternal halls, and library (not in district)
were erected. The majority of the resources were built in the Vernacular or 20® Commercial styles, or had
stylistic details of historic periods reflecting the different architectural styles.

The commercial buildings were generally one to two-stories in height, had flat roofs with parapets,
constructed of brick, and had one over one double-hung wood sash windows and/or single pane storefront
windows with transoms. Other building materials used in the construction of these early buildings
include cast iron and other types of masonry. The buildings generally lack ornate detailing and have had
modifications to the storefronts. The end of this period marks the start of the prosperous automobile era.

The Motor Age (1914-1940)

The buildings erected in the automobile era, 1914-1940, reflect the period in La Grande’s history when
the automobile changed the face of the community. Amenities such as electricity, telephone systems, and
better transportation corridors mark this period of the downtown’s development. Many of the buildings
erected during this time were directly related to the auto industry; including service and gas stations, and
car dealerships. Other buildings constructed were commercial establishments (hotels) and warehouse
buildings. Many of the pre-1900 buildings were remodeled into more “modern” edifices in the late teens
and 1920s. La Grande firmly established its position as the leading trading and shipping center of Union
County during this period.

The dominant building type was a one-story concrete building. These buildings generally had flat roofs
with decorative parapets, large single pane storefront windows with transoms, and raised pilasters
separating the bays. Smaller two-story brick buildings, often hotels (#23, #25), were erected to
accommodate the increase in travelers and railroad workers. The Salvation Army, one of the more
stylized buildings in the District, was constructed in the early 1920s in the Mission style. Many buildings
were constructed at the end of the 1920s; twenty buildings were erected from 1925 to 1929 in the District.
This building boom gave way to the national depression of the 1930s.
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The Depression brought low agricultural prices and, as a result, La Grande’s downtown businesses"
suffered. Only a few building were erected during the Depression in the District, reflecting the state of the
local and national economy. These buildings, however, were some of the most monumental structures
including the Union Pacific Railroad Depot (#1) and the Roesch Building - Sacajewea Hotel

(#111); both built in 1930. By the end of the 1930s, the agricultural prices once again increased as the
nation began coming out of the Depression and into World War II.

WWII & Post War Era (1941-1967) '

The buildings constructed after WWII are all directly related to the automobile industry. Large service
and auto dealerships were constructed of concrete with large display windows. They often replaced
smaller properties dating from an earlier era. Only five buildings were erected in the 1940s. Most of the
later development in the District occurred in the 1970s, when six new buildings were constructed (mainly
on Jefferson and Adams Avenues). There has been no new building constructed in the District since 1979
with the exception of Max Park which was constructed in the late 1990s. '

Classification of P .
The classification of Contributing and Non-Contributing properties within the La Grande Commercial
Historic District is based on a number of considerations including building style, type, number of
alterations, building material, massing, setbacks, and the historic development of the District.

Historic Contributing: Resources built between 1891 and 1948 which reflect the style, traditions, and/or
patterns of buildings typically constructed during this period. The property retains a high degree of
integrity with the historic fabric intact and few alterations. This period extends from the construction date
of the earliest extant building, 1891 until 1948 (inclusive), to the year the last building was constructed.

Historic Non-Contributing: Resources constructed during the period of significance which have been
altered over time and do not currently convey the historic period. Changes in scale, massing, materials,
fenestration, details, or a combination thereof compromise the integrity and historic character of the
resource. Restoration of the elements lost due to non-compatible alterations would allow the building to
be re-classified as a Contributing resource to the District.

Non-Contributing: A resource in this classification may have two definitions. One, the property was
constructed after 1948, the end date of the period of significance, and does not fit within the period of
significance. Secondly, the property may not have retained any historic integrity due to numerous
alterations and its historic character is irretrievable. Consequently, the property would not contribute to
the potential of the historic district.

Vacant: Properties are classified as vacant if there are no buildings sited on them and they are
unimproved.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectionnumber 7 Page 8

Integrity Major Resources Auxiliary Resources
Number Number

Historic Contributing 57 8

on- ibuti 35 0
Historic Non-Contributing (20) 0
Non-Contributing (15 0
Total Resources 92 8
Yacant
Vacant Lots 17 0

egi

Previously Listed on 5 0
National Register

Note: See supplemental information for listing of all resources by classification, date, and inventory
number.



#1

NPS Foim 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-66)

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectionnumber 7 Page 9

ol
The resources within the La Grande Commercial Historic District are described on the following pages.
Note: Some of the dates of the building were estimated from oral interviews, the assessor’s construction
date, and other sources (denoted by the use of circa). The “Historic Name” of the property most generally
reflects an early owner or business in the building and the “Common Name” often refers to long-time
owners/business of the properties or the current name of an established business.

Address: 1150 Jefferson Ave. Owner:  Union Pacific Railroad
Historic Name: LG RR Depot 1700 Farnam St., 10® A
Common Name: N/A Omaha, Nebraska 68102
Year Built: 1930 Map No: 3S385CD
Architect: Gilbert Stanley Underwood Reference No: 15161
Style: Mediterranean/Moderne Plat: Chaplin’s Addition
Use: Transportation Block: NA
Alterations: Minor Lot: NA
CLASSIFICATION: Tax Lot: ND
Historic Contributing 1999 Inventory No: N/A
DESCRIPTION:
Site

Located one block north of downtown La Grande, the depot is a linear building - 223 ft. by 34 ft. - sited
along the Union Pacific Railroad tracks. The blocky, two-story building sections have shallow gable roofs
paralleling the tracks with a taller intersecting block defining the depot entries at the north and south,
again with a shallow gable roof. o

Plan
In plan, the building sections define the interior uses. The waiting room, accessed from track side at the

north and Jefferson Avenue from the south,; ticket office and news stand directly to the east of the waiting
room; men’s and ladies restrooms directly to the west of the waiting room; agents’ offices and conference
room at the east end; and freight and baggage rooms at the west end. Being a Division Point on the
Union Pacific system, the upper level was used as offices.

Grounds

The trackside area is finished with brick pavers laid in a herringbone pattern. Planting and landscaped
areas immediately surround the building. The Jefferson Avenue side of the depot is asphalt paved
parking lot with a few larger planter areas. The tracks are north of the building. Historically, most of the
railroad yards were north of the tracks including the round house.
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Exterior

The exterior is finished in variegated red brick with a rug texture. Glazed terra cotta is used to define the
main entries at the north, south, east, and west, as well as the baggage entries and at the exterior ticket
window. The projecting, blocky, terra cotta panels incorporate details blending classical motifs —
cartouches and triglyphs - with stylized pioneer elements — buffalo heads and American eagles ~ all in an
art deco quality.

A band of terra cotta wraps the building at the window sill level of the second story and is used again as
an entablature at the north and south facades. Terra cotta panels are also used between the windows at the
east and west wings of the second story level. The roof is finished with red clay tile.

Fenestration is primarily original double-hung windows; one-over-one and eight-over-eight units and
remain in good condition. Door openings have been compromised; many have been partially infilled and
aluminum framed doors installed.

Interior

As the depot has remained in continuous use for the past 60 years, the interior has been modified in some
areas, but has largely retained its spatial arrangement, historic finishes, and details. The waiting room has
its original scored concrete floor, wood wainscoting, plaster walls and ceiling with wood beams at the
ceiling. Original Art Deco style light fixtures and benches remain also. Office spaces have wainscoting,
plaster walls and ceilings, and wood panel doors with transoms.

i ildines #
Of the dozens of auxiliary buildings associated with the La Grande railroad operations — a roundhouse,
maintenance shops, tool houses, oil tanks, water tanks, ice house, freight houses - only two small
buildings still remain.

Building #1: Located immediately to the east of the depot is a one-story, narrow, rectangular structure.
Built in 1944, the CTC (Centralized Traffic Control) Building is of brick construction with a flat roof. A
concrete bond beam wraps the building above the windows. A narrow concrete band wraps the building at
the window sill level and at the top of the parapet as well. Windows are one-over-one double-hung, some
being replacements.

Building #2: To the east of this CTC building, built c. 1947, is a small, square office building constructed
of similar materials. All features are the same, except the windows have individual concrete sills and
some windows have been replaced with sliding units.
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HISTORICAL DATA

Previous Depots

The present depot is the fourth in La Grande since 1884. The first depot, built in 1884, located north of
the main track, was destroyed by fire c. 1890. The second, dates unknown, was also destroyed by fire. By
1904, a passenger station had been constructed about 80 feet back from Jefferson Avenue at Depot Street
and served until 1930. The present Mediterranean style depot was designed by Gilbert Stanley
Underwood, and opened on December 31, 1930, replacing the last wood frame depot.

Gilbert Stanley Gilbert
The La Grande Depot represents one of many depots in Underwood’s long list of railroad projects.
Underwood’s on-the-job architectural training began in 1911 in the offices of various California
architects. He later attended the University of Illinois and Yale, graduating in 1920. He received a
Master’s Degree from Harvard in 1923.

His academic connections led him to a working relationship with the National Park Service developing
projects at Zion and Bryce canyons in Utah. At this time the Union Pacific Railroad was also involved in
developing park concessions operations. Underwood was recommended as an architect for designing
lodges and other facilities for the National Parks and this led to his involvement with UP. Between 1924
and 1930. He demgned twenty small and moderate size train depots for Union Pacific as well as the large
Art Deco style depot in Omaha.

The La Grande depot was one of his last, the onset of the Depression ended any new railroad projects.
Underwood then worked for the Federal government designing post offices and courthouses and the San
Francisco mint. His government job did not prevent him from performing other outside work. His
projects for the National Park Service led him into resort development in Idaho where he designed the
Sun Valley Inn and Challenger Inn at Sun Valley.

Address: 1301-05 Jefferson Ave. Owner:  A. Secured Properties
Historic Name: La Grande Grocery Co. P.O. Box 578
Common Name: N/A La Grande, OR 97850
Year Built: c. 1920 Map No: 3538 5CC

Architect: Unknown Reference No: 1117

Style: Vernacular Plat: Chaplin’s Addition

Use: Commerce Block: NA

Alterations: Minor Lot: NA

CLASSIFICATION: Tax Lot: 15900

Historic Contributing 1999 Inventory No: N/A
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DESCRIPTION: This one-story, vernacular, brick building (108 ft. by 110 ft.) was erected as a
warehouse with a full basement. The five bays are separated by brick pilasters; each pilaster ending in a
rounded top with lighter brick detailing. A covered, wooden loading dock extends across the Jefferson
Ave. fagade. The window openings have been altered with smaller windows being installed and infilled
areas finished with shingles. Loading dock doors are located on the west elevation; the small southern
most door has a transom above. The building remains in good condition.

HISTORICAL DATA: This building was constructed c. 1920 for La Grande Grocery Co. as a
warehouse, and was owned by the Golan Epling in the 1920s-30s. In 1928, Huff Service Station is also
listed as operating from this address. It changed owners in the 1940s, and was used as a lumber and coal
company; the coal storage bins exist near the railroad tracks to the west. It was used for cold storage in
the 1950s, and now serves as a distributing warehouse.

Address: 1315 Jefferson Ave. Owner:  A. Secured Properties
Historic Name: Mountain West P.O. Box 578
Common Name: N/A La Grande, OR 97850
Year Built: 1979 Map No: 3S 38 5CC
Architect: Unknown Reference No: 1115
Style: Altered Plat: Chaplin’s Addition
Use: Commerce Block: NA
Alterations: NA Lot: NA
CLASSIFICATION: Tax Lot: 15800

= ibuti 1999 Inventory No: N/A

DESCRIPTION: This two-story structure (160 ft. by 110 ft.) was built as a warehouse. It has a shallow
sloped gable roof and is finished with standing seam metal siding. The office area on the corner is
sheltered with a projecting roof. This area is finished with stucco panels and a band of narrow, vertical,
fixed windows on both faces. The corner of the upper level is fenestrated in a similar manner on both
faces as well. On the Jefferson Avenue fagade, at the far west, are three large garage doors. On the Fir
Street fagade, at the far east, is another large garage door. The building remains in excellent condition.

HISTORICAL DATA: The site remained vacant until the O.R.&N. Company’s employee clubhouse
was constructed between 1910 and 1923. It was a bungalow style building that faced Fir Street. The
clubhouse was moved (date unknown) to 1108 N. Avenue. The site was then occupied by the La Grande
Lumber Company’s Sales Office, the main warehouse being located on the lot to the west (1301-05
Jefferson). This sales office structure was also moved, and is now located at the Tum-A-Lum Lumber
Company yard on Madison between Fir and Greenwood streets.
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Address: 301 Fir Street

Historic Name: Saloon Owner:  American Legion Post #43
Common Name: American Legion Post 301 Fir Street

No.43 La Grande, OR 97850
Year Built: c. 1900 Map No: 3S 38 SCD

Architect: Unknown Reference No: 1191

Style: Vernacular Plat: Chaplin’s Addition

Use: Commerce Block: 116

Alterations: Moderate-Major Lot: 1-4and N. 10 ft by W. 28 ft of lot 5
CLASSIFICATION: Tax Lot: 6600

Historic Contributing 1999 Inventory No: N/A

DESCRIPTION: This one-story, brick, vernacular building (28 ft. by 91 ft.) has a streamlined parapet of
stepped brick courses. The Jefferson Avenue fagade is divided into five bays irregular in size. Projecting
brick pilasters define the bays. The bays appear to have been infilled with stucco and the Fir Street fagade
has been coated with stucco. The brick is exposed on the north elevation. The north portion of the tax lot
has been made into an outdoor area for the American Legion Post. A 36 ft. by 90 ft. concrete slab
surrounded by chain link fence provides the outdoor patio area. The railroad tracks are directly north of
the property, and the building abuts the public right-of-way on the west and south elevations. The
building remains in excellent condition.

HISTORICAL DATA: This building, constructed c. 1900, is the only one remaining from a group of
five long, brick structures with 18 ft. — 20 ft. frontages facing Fir Street between Jefferson Avenue and the
railroad tracks. In 1903, this building was a saloon with an ice house at the rear. By 1910, it was used as
a furniture store. In 1928, it was known as the “Furniture Exchange”. The possible former location of the
ice house has a slightly ramped sidewalk on Jefferson, and the now blind fagade’s high cornice suggests
that it once had a large door entry. The building was sold to the American Legion in 1965.

This building is a good free standing example of a type of commercial building common around the turn
of the 20" century in La Grande. Others exist in the 1100 block of Adams, but many are renovated, and
only the front fagade is visible. The Fir <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>